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Breed Pioneers: Laverack and Llewellyn

Major credit for development of the modern English Setter goes to the Englishman Edward
Laverack. In 1825, Laverack acquired from a Reverend Harrison a pair of white spotted Setters
named Ponto and Old Moll. Rev. Harrison claimed to have kept his strain pure for the preceding
35 years. Laverack took his original pair and claims to have practiced stringent inbreeding (often
brother to sister) for the next 40 years to firmly establish consistency of breed characteristics.
Laverack’s name is associated with the development of the “bench or show™ English Setter,
though much of his work preceded dog shows, and he shot over dogs in the field.

Another major figure in the development of the modern English Setter is the Welshman R. LL.
Purcell Llewellyn, who purchased his original dogs from Laverack. Llewellyn indulged in some
adventurous outcrosses with dogs from the north of England and, some say, with Irish and Gordon
Setters. Llewellyn’s dogs excelled in the field. Llewellyn Setters are not a separate breed of
Setter. The name Llewellyn is often applied to a strain of field-bred English Setters, some of
which can be traced back to Setters bred by Llewellyn himself. Llewellyn was most interested in
field performance, and the appearance of the dogs was secondary to him.
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Chapter 2
Understanding the English Setter

The English Setter’s function as a partner to
the human hunter caused the ES to develop
a particular type of personality and
temperament. Because he works so far
away from the hunter, an English Setter
makes independent decisions in the field.
The hunter casts them out, and the ES range
the countryside working manageable
territory and investigating the most likely
places where birds might be found,
following hand and whistle directions from
the hunter. ES scent the birds, they figure
out what kind of bird they have scented,
how close they can get (right on top of the
wily pheasant, farther away from more
timid birds such as quail and grouse), they
strike and hold a point with such boldness
and confidence as to pin the bird(s) in
place with their power, and wait as long as
it takes for the guns to be within range.
Some hunters think the term Setter comes
from the ability to pin the birds or “set”
and hold them in place, but breed history
buffs know that it is an historical term for
the way ES indicated the birds’ location in
earlier times.
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A great bird dog needs
ample intuition and
ability to read a
situation. This intuition
makes English Setters
sensible and sensitive
companions.

ES are able to read
human moods and
respond with the
appropriate emotion of
their own.
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Preventing Diseases through
Vaccination

Before you bring your new dog home, check with your vet to be sure that your new English Setter

has been adequately inoculated by the breeder.

The information below is from www.peteducation.com, a service of Drs. Foster and Smith.

v
v

J As we gain more knowledge regarding the length of immunity produced by vaccinations, vaccines
improve to provide a longer duration of immunity, and better methods to test immunity are
developed, we are seeing changes in the recommended vaccine schedules for dogs and cats. Vaccine
schedules are becoming more individually tailored to the animal. In the future, most vaccines will
not be given annually, and vaccine rotation will be more common e.g., vaccinate against disease "A"
one year, against disease "B" the next year, disease "C" the third year, and then repeat the rotation.

. The American Veterinary Medical Association's Council on Biologics and Therapeutics Agents has
recently released a report that includes recommendations on the vaccination of dogs and cats. Some
of the main points made in the report are:

Vaccinations are an important part of preventive medicine.

Vaccination is associated with benefits and risks for animals. Knowledge of immunology
and vaccines, including associated benefits and risks of vaccine use and the patho-biology of
infectious diseases, is necessary to implement an effective individualized vaccination
program.

Individual animals will require different vaccines and vaccination programs. The probability
of exposure to the organism, susceptibility, severity of the disease, efficacy and safety of the
vaccine, potential public health concerns, and owner's preferences should be taken into
consideration.

Re-vaccination recommendations should be designed to create and maintain immunity to
disease while minimizing the risk of adverse effects. The practice of re-vaccinating animals
annually is largely based on historic precedent supported by minimal scientific data. There is
increasing evidence that some vaccines provide immunity beyond 1 year. Unnecessary
stimulation of the immune system does not result in increased resistance to disease and may

expose animals to unnecessary risks.

Vaccines should be divided into two classes: core and noncore. Core vaccines are defined
as those that are appropriate to provide protection in most animals against diseases that pose
a risk of severe disease because the pathogens are virulent, highly infectious, and widely
distributed in the region. Core vaccines are considered to be highly efficacious, to have
benefit-risk ratios high enough to warrant their general use, to be of substantial public health
importance, or are required by law. Noncore vaccines meet one or more of the following
conditions: they target diseases that are of limited risk in the geographic region or in the
lifestyle of the pet, they help protect against diseases that represent less severe threats to
infected animals, their benefit-risk ratios are too low to warrant product use in all
circumstances, or inadequate scientific information is available to evaluate them.
Veterinarians and owners/clients need to carefully consider the benefits and risks of using
noncore vaccine products on an individual basis. -

English Setters 101 © 2010
ESAA/JWarren/BLSnowden

https://www.esaa.com/ES101/mobile/index.html

48/117



3/14/23, 2:04 PM English Setters 101

https://www.esaa.com/ES101/mobile/index.html 49/117







































3/14/23, 2:04 PM English Setters 101

A GR.
— Y _ﬂj \- %
" < Sit!

As in all training, there are several ways to do particular exercises.
We’ve included two ways here for you to consider.

back. Puppies will often sit to reach for the treat. After he sits, give

Hold a small treat above your puppy’s nose. Lift the treat up and /
\ him the treat. This method is illustrated below. /

Another way is to have your puppy on lead, and give him the sit '
\ command. Press lightly down on the hindquarters. You may need to /
bring his head gently back and nose up while pressing on his /
hindquarters. When he sits, praise him enthusiastically. /

A second or two of good behavior is a good start. Gradually increase
the time. If your English Setter breaks from the sit, place him back [
to the sit position and repeat the sit command. !

When the exercise is finished, your English Setter may leave the sit
position. If you plan to do any formal obedience, use a release
command to tell him it’s okay to move from the sit. “Okay” is one

= AT W P S ANETRY

Begin with your dog

standing in front of you on Lift your treat over When the dog sits,
lead. (Later move him to the dog’s head and give the treat, stand up
your left side with both of backward. straight and praise. |
you facing the same /

direction.)
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English Setter rescue groups are devoted to finding
homes for English Setters that have been abandoned or
given up and sometimes abused or neglected by their
owners. Many of these English Setters end up in local
shelters and unless suitable homes are found for them,
they are destroyed. Rescue groups are to be commended
and supported as they do a great service for the breed.
English Setter rescue groups have been formed in
almost every state in the country. Some are supported
by or affiliated with national or regional English Setter
clubs. Others are made up of volunteers who work
exclusively with rescued English Setters.

English Setter rescue groups typically assess the dog’s temperament and health while the dog
is awaiting adoption, and may be prepared to offer ongoing advice and support as your rescued
English Setter makes the transition into your home. Through rescue, it is possible to find a
wonderful pet who deserves and is grateful for a loving family. Puppies are seldom available
through rescue. Most rescued English Setters are of the field type, not the bench type.

Advantages of Adopting

a Rescue English Setter

* You may find joy and pleasure in giving a “new
home” to a dog in need.

* Rescue dogs may be a more initially affordable
option for a family who wants an English Setter.
Most rescue English Setters are adults; some are
already house trained as well as spayed or
neutered.

Reputable rescue groups don’t usually place a
dog in a new home without having first placed it
in one of their experienced foster homes. While
in the foster home, the dog is evaluated in a
number of different situations to determine the
type of home for which it is best suited. As you
work with a reputable rescue group, they will
assess your experience with dogs and will match
you with an English Setter that seems to fit your
family situation and needs.

A field type English Setter, the type
documented to be most often found
in rescue

Rescued dogs have access to the
Purebred Alternative Listing /Indefinite
Listing Privilege (PAL/ILP) program.
Information on obtaining a PAL or ILP
number may be found at
http://www.akc.org/reglilpex.cfm . Even
if you have rescued your ES and do not
have registration papers, you can
participate in all AKC performance
activities under a PAL or ILP.
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Whether you are staying overnight or visiting just for the day, make sure that you know
the pet policy at your destination.

Clean up after your dog exercises.

Motels don’t appreciate dog hair or damage in their rooms. Keep your dog
crated while you are in the room and don’t leave your dog in the room
unattended. Dogs left unattended can be destructive and noisy. Help the motels
that are pet friendly stay that way by being responsible.

Don’t allow your English Setter to run loose.

Many theme parks and other vacation destinations don’t allow pets but do provide
boarding facilities to use while you are visiting. Make sure you take a copy of your
English Setter’s vaccination records with you when you travel.

Recreational Vehicle Travel

Don’t leave your pet unattended in your RV. Should your

air conditioner or generator fail, or if you have a fire, your

English Setter will be defenseless. Keep a leash and collar

ready at all times to evacuate your dog.

Air Travel

V.
You will need the following: \"\
N
L Health Certificate issued within 10 days of the day you travel ' “
Q Rabies certificate and at times, a certificate of acclimation (in case of extreme
temperatures)
O  Crate rated for air travel
O  Airline requirements vary; make sure you check for current requirements. Travel outside

the United States or to Hawaii usually requires additional paperwork.

Plastic bowls for food and water should be attached to the inside of the crate and a small bag
of food and bottle of water taped to the top of your dog’s crate. PetSmart sells a travel kit
with bowls, signs, and other handy items. You should attach your travel itinerary, including
phone numbers in case your dog is misrouted or doesn’t arrive at his destination. Your crate
should be well labeled with name, address and phone numbers.

91
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Regional Breed Clubs and
Rescue Activities

Regional English Setter
Clubs

There are many regional English
Setter clubs you might consider
joining. Most clubs offer many
activities for English Setter owners
and enthusiasts. Speakers often come
to meetings to present a host of
topics. Picnics, English Setter
Olympics, Fun Matches, potlucks ,
and fun field days provide a number
of opportunities to socialize with
fellow English Setter enthusiasts.

This award-winning Meet the Breeds booth

was designed and built as an activity of the

California English Setter Club for the AKC
Invitational Show in Long Beach CA.

Rescue Volunteers

For those who love the English Setter
breed and can spare some time, rescue
groups are located in almost every state and
all would welcome your volunteer assistance
in the areas of in-home foster care,
transporting rescue dogs, assisting with
websites and attending fund-raising events.
Contact your local rescue group for
information.

A rescued dog enjoys his owner’s lap.

35
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AKC Titles You Can Earn

with Your English Setter

Conformation:
Champion (CH)
Grand Champion

Performance:

Obedience

Companion Dog (CD)

Companion Dog Excellent (CDX)
Utility Dog (UD)

Utility Dog Excellent (UDX)
Obedience Trial Champion (OTCh)

Hunting
Junior Hunter (JH)

Senior Hunter (SH)

Master Hunter (MH)

Hunting Dog (ESAA HD)

Field Champion (FCh)

Amateur Field Champion (AFCh)

Rally Obedience

Rally Novice (RN)

Rally Advanced (RA)

Rally Excellent (RE)

Rally Advanced Excellent (RAE)

Tracking

Tracking Dog (TD)

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX)
Variable Tracking Surface (VST)

See the rest of this chapter for a description of some of these activities. See also
http://www.akc.org/events/titles.cfm ?page=2

If you have a show dog, your dog’s show career may last only a few months or years. Then you
have the rest of your dog’s life to do other fun stuff with him or her. If you have a companion
dog, all these performance activities are available for you to have fun with your canine partner.

Agility

Novice Standard (NA)

Novice Jumpers With Weaves (NJW)
Novice Fast (NF)

Open Standard (OA)

Open Jumpers With Weaves (OAJ)

Open Fast (OF)

Excellent A Standard (AX)

Excellent A Jumpers With Weaves (AXJ)
Excellent B Standard (MX)

Excellent B Jumpers With Weaves (MXJ)
Excellent Fast (MF)

FAST Century (FTC)

Agility Champion (MACH)

All the above titles can be earned in the
Preferred category (lower jump height and
5 seconds more time). Just add a P to the
acronyms.

Preferred Agility Excellent (PAX)

Combination Activities
Versatile Companion Dog (VCDI1, VCD2,
VCD3, and VCD4)

Versatility (VER)

Canine Good Citizen (CGC)

38
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Preventive Health

Measures that Owners Can Take

area, and face. The throat may swell so that the dog has a hard time breathing
and swallowing. In extreme cases, the dog can go into shock (symptoms are
collapse, involuntary urination and defecation, extreme drooling, and pale
gums.) Liquid Benadryl may alleviate mild symptoms (if the throat is swollen,
it’s hard to get a pill into your dog). Talk to your veterinarian about keeping a
dose of epinephrine on hand in case of shock. If your dog goes into shock,
rush him to your vet.

v" Buy an English Setter from a reputable breeder who will stand behind the health of
the prospective dog. If you adopt from a rescue group, discuss the health issues which
may or may not affect your new dog. Pet store and puppy mill English Setters are
more susceptible to numerous health problems and genetic defects.

v"  Don’t overfeed your English Setter. Obesity is harmful to your English Setter’s heart
and joints.

v"  Religiously clean your English Setter’s ears twice a month.

v"  Trim toenails at least once every ten days to two weeks.

v" Check for impacted anal glands.

v" Brush teeth regularly.

v"  Depending on the part of the country you call home, or where you and your pet
travel, give your English Setter regular heartworm medication and check for fleas and
ticks. Some medications treat Heartworm and fleas/ticks in one monthly tablet.

v'  Immunize your English Setter for preventable diseases. Follow your breeder’s
recommendations for your dog.

v An English Setter is safest in a secure, fenced area.

v"  Make sure you continually “puppy proof” your home to keep your pet safe from
toxic substances.

v If there is any sign of a medical problem, contact your veterinarian immediately.
Special health alert -- insect bites: Some English Setters are very sensitive to ‘
bee stings, spider bites, and insect bites. Signs that your ES might be having a 1"5\‘ _fj
bad reaction to an insect bite are a great deal of swelling of the flews, eye ‘ K&
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BY-LAWS—Article I—Membership

SECTION 1. . There shall be of membership, open 10 al persans of age and akler who
are In good numﬁuﬂwu&gnmd A&m‘)\’mﬂm

voting membershipe shall be avallable 10 Juniors (under the age of eighteen) and to local English Setter Clubs recognized by the
Board of Directors.

% aues In an amount established prior 0 the month of November by the Soard of Direciors are
mmc the 1% day of January each year. The Board may estabiish a special family-dues rate for two aduits and chil-
mmumawmmmmmmumammmmm-‘mmu
e curent year shall be considerad not In good standing and shall not be entiiad to nominate candidates for ofice, be a candl-
date for office, mmmumqmammAmammnmpw
be sent 1o each member no later than December 1%

SECTION 3. Each Appiicant for membership shall form 35 approved by the Board of Directors
and which shall mwnmwmmm:l“munzunmm

nel Club. The appilcation shall state the and address of the applicant and shall the endorsement of two members, not
dunmm%nmmummmwhmm.

name and adaress shall be printed In the Association Newsletter. Uniess an
within thirty (30) un date of the Newsletter, the appicant shall become a
Is received, no days following receipt of such objection, the Board
amuymuummmummmnmuummmuum
0 elect such appiicant.

An appication falled acoeptance by the Board presented of e applicant's endorsers at the next meeting
dumm'an%mquJ&!GMCan

SECTION 4. Termination of Membership. Membership may be ferminated:

In standing from the Association written notice o the
) u:zammﬁlpwmnmﬁ':"m Mq‘gunma

debt © mmmmmnnuqammn

(b.) By Lapsing A membership will be considered as Iapsed and automatically terminated If such member's
dues remain unpald thirty (30) days after the first day of the fiscal year; however, the Board may grant an addl-
Sanal thirty (30) days of grace to such delinguent members in mertionous Cases.

(c.) By.cxpulsion. A membership may be terminated by expulsion 35 provided in Articie VI of these By-laws.

1 understand that membership In the English Setter Association of Amenca Is 3 pledge of sportsmanship, ethics, and responsibiity
and that as a member-

«  13m the caretaker not anly of the Individual dog but of the reputation and weitare of the breed 35 a whole.
«  1tis my responsibiity to educate the public and to expiain, define, and protect the breed.

«  Ris Incumbent upon me 1o set the example of each dog being Individually cherished but anly the physicaly and temperamen-
tally sound being bred.

1 3ccept the premise that If | breed a litter those dogs are my responsibiity throughout their fetime.
My conduct and actions In the sport should refiect positively upon the Association and other fanclers of the breed.
1 will volunteer my time and talents in Assoclalion works and endeavors.

Twill the novice, the , and school the student while o exhidit the
e L guide the beginner, mysell seeking friendly sportsman-

https://www.esaa.com/ES101/mobile/index.html

108/117
























3/14/23, 2:04 PM English Setters 101

https://www.esaa.com/ES101/mobile/index.html 116/117






